REVIEWS

Wanted after Mother's
Death: More Life

The Cost of Living, by Deborah Levy
{Bleomsbury, $zo), is ar onee a memor
of 4 woman creating 4 new life after
dovorce and a collection of ineaghtful
musings on femimmity, motherhood,
anal the craft and discipline of writ-
g, The unnamed narcavor—who we
are tobl at ooc point s “an | chat =
close o myself and vet 18 not myselt)”
bur which it seems Fair to refer to as
Dhebrocah Levy—has just sold hee ouse
andd mowved into a small flat on che sixth
Aesar of 2 shabby apartment building
arop & hill i Mogeh London wich har
twer ddaughters, one 3 unversity student
and one soill Tovang at oo, She tinds
herself wondering whar is keft of hee-
self in the wake of tlus rransicion, and
what this shilt signifies for women morce
broadly: “To strip the wallpaper oft the
Farry tale of The Family Iomse in wlech
the comforr of men and children have
bren the prooeicy is oo find behind o an
unthanked, unboeed, neglecoed, exhaust
eedwoman... Iris an ace of immenss gen-
crosiny e be the architect of evervone
clse’s well-hemg, This task is still meostly
perceived o be women's work.”

Levy's work, though, is also o be a
writer, which is howr she provades for her
davghrers. (T of Lovys novels wone
Man Booker Prize finalists, though you
wouldn't kneaw it from this humble and
umssumning narrator) And seowe wil-
ness as she atbempts o work on her
neveel om the small baleony of their apast
mcnt, which is cxposed to the clements
bar is the oaly space ar home for her
to weribe; then we are relheved for her
when g “puardian angel™ named Celia, a
Welsh bookseller in her early
cighties, kindly offers to rent
her a shed in the back of
her garden where she mighe
sit amsd wrne undisturbed,
Embsoldened by the koowl-
cidpe that she has a place oo
work, Lewvy purchases an
cloctrnme bike, which she
relers o as her obake amd
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misddle-aged man might priee hos mew
red comvertible, She whizees down che
hall freely, rides back up cacrving far
more groceries than she can handle (ar
one point the chicken she s plinong
o prepare for dinner flics oot of her
shopping cart and gers rn over by a
car: she cooks o Ay Wy andd emjovs it
hesirtaly), amd arrives wich lesves i1 hex
hair o an important mecting abour a
pessthle film opricen for one of her mow-
cls. Al the while, she tees o focwes her
arrention elsewhere, because “the wet-
iy Life: s maostly aboue stamans, To get oo
the finshing hne vequires the ariting o
become more interesting than cvervday
life, anul...everyday lifc is never boring.”
Lewy's like is not just her weiting, and
can never st be ey writing—she is oo
“art moonster,” oo imvoke Jenny Ofall's
Laepaartaent of Specmlation, with which this
newveld Ias several commonalities. Thaoweh

“It is an act of immense
generosity to be the
architect of everyone else’s
well-being. This task is
still mostly perceived to
be women's warlk."

Loy engnges theouphout the bk wth
Marguerite Duras, Aidrienne Reweh, and
Simone e Besuovoar, she lives, as she
neminds ws, in the “Hepubly of Wiiting
and Chibdren,” carmygy for her daughrers
anel her ailing mother, wh dues ovdway
through the book after Leww’s desperane
and agonized atemprs o locate the par-
ticular brand of jce lolbipog thar 1s all her
mother cm consume in the final weeks of
hee libe, Levy'™s mather, we bearn, was Bom
and rassed in Souch Afrea,
where she escaped her upper-
class WASP Family oo marry
a penmibess feaish hostoriang
Loy mowved  from Lourh
Africa o England at age nane.
When her mother passes
avway, sher COMES TO AppTectEe
rhe bravery she modeled, and
Levy demands chis courage
of herself: "When a woman

has to find 2 new way of living and breaks
froom the socieral story chae has erased her
name, she s expected w be vicioushy solf.
hatmny, crazed with suffering, tearful with
remorse, These are the jewels reserved
for her 1 the parriarchy’s crown, abways
there for the taking. There are plenty of
tezrs, Tt it is betrer toowalk through the
black and bhrsh darkness than o reach
fur those worthless jewels”

Liltirarely Loy finds a way through
the darkness. She learns hoar too nan
gare: her roles as mother ad weiter, and
leamms how b0 Dive in this workd while
writing abour this workl, o task whech
she desenbes m teems thar are boch real
and metaphorically suggestive: "1 have
hecome 2 ngdt wanderer without movng
Froom ooy writing chair, The night & softer
than the dig quister, sadder, calmer, the
sonnd of the wind cappings windows, the
hissing of pipes, the cotoopy thar makes
floosboards creak, the ghosely nuydt s
that comes and goes—and always in cic
s,  far-obf distant sound that resembles
the sea, ver is past lfe, sore fife, 1 realized
that was what 1 wanted after my mother™s
dearh, More life™ By the end of this
hook the reader, too, wanrs more from
Dieborah Levy—and of she does not need
rex move froan e writing chadr oo find it
wi all stand o gain,

A mermatr fy TLANA KURSHAR, [EAI the
Seas Were Ink, wow the zard Sam Robr
Prize in Jewirh Literatnre,

Slippery Questions about
Salvation and Faith

A EBfver Condd Be a Tree by Angela
Himsel {Fig Tree Books, 32305 takes
irts ritle from her father’s cautionary
words te the author when she was a
voung mirl: “Cresd created a role for
evervthing in the universe. Just think
what would happen of a eree thought i
could be a river!” And yer Himsel's per
sonal transtormarion, chronecled oo this
candid and msghful memoirn, is juse as
dramartic. She grows up as the seventh
of 11 children i an evangelical Chrisrian
family in roral Indiana, where her par-
enes, hoth of German descent, fall under




the sway of a charismatic cvangelist
preacher named Hesbert Asmsteong,
leader of rhe Worldwedde Choarch of
Gl Armistrong convinces theom char
faith in Jesus, heavy cithing twhich,
unbweknownst wo them, secves prunanly
e fund Armscrong’s privare jer, crystal
chandelwrs, amd Tha prostibutes), and
a rejection of the evils of American cul-
ture will sove their souls, whach will be
raprured oo the ancient Jordanian ciry

of Petra upon Jeas’s immminent ceturn.
When Himsels younger sisrer Abbey
then mine, hecomes so dl with a heare
condition thar she can no longer arrend
school, her parents cefiese all medieal
treatment, in keeping with Church doc-
trime; Abby dies 2 Few vears lacer "5
focused on warching for Jesus' return,
I'd had no idea that someone in my
o Furmaly was so0a to depart from the
earth,” Himsel painfolly reflects,

Flumsel 15 a diligent student, oo here
parents struggle o make cnds meee, ancd
nu woard an ber family has ever atcend-
ed college, “Whar [ wonld be when 1
grew up and where Dwould bve was, how-
ever, proshably a moor point,” she recalls
“The workl was gomg to end i qust 2 few
vears, inogrs, and | would not have time
to et marrweel, have chaldren, eravel, or
beecame an adule” Bot ac the promps-
ing of a guslawe counselor whe recogp

Why | wrote the book

The Long Tail of the Bitch

Allison Yarroer om her new book, oo Brick Medva, Calirere, and the Failed Prooise :._'.I'- Crender Egnality

onx cowld say it began with a Buzsfeed quiz, Bemembser
those distractions, now relics from a scemingly cush-
ier time on the interner? This one, in zo1s, called
“Which gus Biech Are You!™ grabbed oy attention. Soon
after, 1 learned char an inaugural music fescival of gos are-
ists was in the works, And Hillary Clineon, whose secoungly
oursized role in the White House had angered vorers char
decade, was purswing the presidency. In varioos forms, the gos
WErE CETUCning,
When I revisited the stones of gos women— Aoz Hall,
Marcia Clask, Tonva Harding, Lorena Dobbite, and Monica

Lewinsky, ro name 3 few—the decade really came into focas for |

I. {omg bistory af reduceng soamen to therr sexaeal

B 1 I 8 H Functinn,” o weapon wivd "lo revtrain women and
Medis, Collore, sed e Fiied STy hhens of their pewer.” Despite is resurgence
Fre==m o beader gt

ALLISON
YARROW

e Whether women resched For powes, were associ-
ared with sex or scandal, or simiply shvaed wp in pub-
o, Fumews anwd infammes women durmg the 9oz were
bitchificd —they were made into bitches in media nar
ratrves, and hated on by 2 deeply sexest society Thanks
tor the emergence of the 24-hour news cycle —the new;
biggrse mdia seage of all ot che tme—these stooes
of woanen booped constantly, When wormen made the
news they often staved there for diys, weeks, months,
and sorsetimes vears, And then chey were Blamed for
owverexposre they didn’t ask for,

I came of age during this decade, and 1 incernal-
ized chese harsh characrerizations of women in the
geas, Thas, revisiting the peciod waso't just abour undecstand-
ing rhe era that shaped the millennial generarion: it was about
reconnecting with my own hiseory What [ saw wath distance
and context was that girlhood was essentially being poisoned
b these porteavals of women. The new research on gdhood
during the decade showed thar girls were losing their self-
csteem chanks to unreabisoie demands placed upon them by

mechia and society Carls in the gos were sold the specter of
the “perfect girl™ and encouraged o achieve “Cirl Power”
by purchasing magarines featuring sex tips, and consuming
entertainment that celebratved sexooally available gids who
placared boys, | recognized the struggles of gos girls in my
own upbringing, and realized thar chese messages abour whar
women could be sceped into girlhood, and shaped not only
our percepions bur also the poople we would become,
Today, we're in the middle of another media revohation —
soecaal meedia 15 as pervasive as s addienve, Aod women ane
still vicrims —of harassmene, abuse, and worse, History has
repeated itself agmon. Mavbe we shouoldn't be so shocked that

Tor the seraciuctron, Taerrow fefe wr Brawr thar
el Feran Birch i g pendered fnindt with 2

and apharent robabiliiation in terms ke “resting
biteh face,” T:arn;.l:r.'_ff.rr.-:n'.": Bodlor this attempt to
reclaing the term ai a sigrifier of women3 potwer.

we sit squarely in ver another feminist backlash, Bur there is
hope, We muost knovar our historg IFwe look honescly at the
histoay of the 19905, and whar the decade did o women, we
can prevents history from repeating icself again, We can teach
our childeen and ensuce thar they koow how oo decect geader
and racial biss, and racism and misogymy in media and i soci-
ety and call chem out. s
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nezes her talent, she apphies to Indans
“the devals playaround,” by
e church’s scandards, bar her parents
for the most pare allow their children
the freedom o make their own choaees,
She consilers spending her ponior vear
abroad in Crerrmany and visies the School
for Uhrerseas Sowles, where a brochore
with @ photo of the Ohd Ciry of Jerusalem
carches her eve, and she mwsead spends
oape year—and then a second vear—in
_|tr|_1'§;‘-||rl'l'| i the carly igfcs. She falls in
love with the ciry and all it has mo offer
heer: “In fele as of | oms i the beatig heary
ot the world, the place where every con

Linnrersiy

“The world was going to end in
just a few years, in 1975, and
1 would not have time to get
married, hawe childran, travel,
or become an adult.”

al, postled for atrention and demanded
o he acknraledped and discussed. 1 el
abive ina wav [ never had before,”

A considerable portion of  this
mermor 15 devoted o the owo pears
Himsel spends i Jerealem, wheee she
s exprosed o academic Bible soudy and
begins w chink of Jeses less as Saveor and
mere a5 a Fuse-Ceptury Jewish man, She

bBecomes chose Friends with an American

woasan living in the Wesr Bank with her
Palestinian Mushm hushand, and with
a relipious Jewish woman who maoved
o Israel from Brooklyn, both of whom
expand her pesspective. She learns from
the ocal nevws aboot Sacdar™ assassma-
taowy and the death of Moshe Dayvan, and
she finds herself increasingly engaged
with her surrowndings while questioning
many of her most decphe-held assump
ticms. When she reteens tovisic her fam
ilvin the silos and barns and rolling halls
of sparthern [ndiana, she cannot wait o
FUR Oy,

Huormsel's memods s proumsarily a vouns

flict large and small, peditecal and peeson-

woman's spiritual aucobiography in the

***-y | wrote the book

»me Never Noticed They Were Jewish

ce Antler aon her new book Jewish Radical Ferndnism: Voices from the Womens Liberation Movensant

cading through Rachel Blaw du Plessis and Aon Snitow’s
anthobogy The Feminisr Memoir Profect almost g decade
apo, | was struck by the esay " Gang of Four:
male Friendship and Women's Liberation,” writeen by Amy
sselman with Heather Booth, Vivan Bothstem, and Naomi
pisstein, members of the mation’s first women's liberation
. The article posived that friendships like theirs formed a
pivoral pare of second-wave fermanasm, becoming the marrix
for its revolutionary ideas. Though it incloded sechons on
the women's family histores and hor involvement in rhe
sorual movements of the 1gios, it did not mengion the
wormens Jewishness fexcepe o the case of Hothsoein, wiho
was the deughier of Holocaust refugees) Until 1 contacted
the women, in facr, they hard never spoken abour their Jewish
hackgrounds to each other! It rurned our thar this ams also
erue of Jewish women in other collectives thar [ began 1o
research. Hietooans of women'’s liberation were not wnting
about the significance of Jewish women’s participation in the
movement cither.

Asan hisvorian of women and gender focusing on American
Jewish women, 1 have long been interested in eelling the story
of American Jewish women's sctivism, Jewish women’s contri-
bucions oo radical feminism are a missing chapter in thar store

Raddical feminism (also known as “women’s liberation”)
began in the lare 1w6os following by a few vears the onset
of secoml-wave” “liberal” for “equal righes™) feminism
Iemanding a mdical restructuring of cultare and sociery
rather than the more piecemeal reforms asscciated with
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liberal fominism, 18 brought us consciousness-raising, “sistcr
hosod 15 powerful,” “che personal is political,” and a vanety of
nther organizing tools and perspectives o wage war against
matle oppressions, But while we now know a great deal abowt

| Jewish women’s participation in hberal feminism, as well as
in the cwvil rights and labor movements, and other, earber

From corscrouimeni-rading prowhs, fr
Bealtl collectioes, to meilitant feebrans
ard wommen stardirg o to religrous
jratrigrely, bistorian Antier spends tinre
with the dozens of Jewish persomalitics
of rurdoal feaminist mveoenmEnls— wonen
twhe chellenged the structure of society

_i':rr &r_]'::m»i" thve reach of bews

social justice campaigns, we remain ignorant of their roles in
womnen'’s liberation. 1 wrote fewish Badical Femonims to cofrect
this amission and create 2 more nclusive nareacive of both
women's history and American Jewish hisrory

My narrative includes tan mapr groups of radical Jewish
feminists that historians usually keep separare, One caregory
is made up of major women’s berationises collectives thar
ddied not specifically identify as Jewish, such as che West Sule
Group in Chicago, Bedstockings in Mew Yook, Bosvon's Bread




veun of Lauren Winners (5 Mess Cod
or Ddanyva Burteobsery’s Smrprrred by Gagd,
amal the book 15 most enpazing when we
are privy o the author's relynious jour
ney. Al soowe cag along loyally ws she
visits relatives in Crermany
maoves to Mew York Ciry
after gradhuarion, and tries
her hand af several entey-
level jobs, but her seory
hecomes interesting again
when she Becomes prognane
whale daring Selig, an older
man  [roan an Orthodos
Jevash Family, and wroestles
wirth whether to comvrere o

A e E A
HradiEe
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Juckatsm, Ar rhis poine she has stopped
arrending church and s already studving
Eahbalah ar a local synagogue, but con
verston classes do nor appeal o her: *1
wanted answers, And answers to the big
questions, like “Whar Band
of FAITH 15 Recpuired for
Sabation®” not to questions
like why the BEible begins
with the letter ber, the sec
and letter of the Flehrew
alphaber, instead of aleph,
the hrse legter.”

brill, she procoeds wth
ooy e coapversaon anil stmugples o
fnre our what soct of Jew
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she is going oo become. The end of the
book nmies foreards in time —the birch
of three children, the death of her parents
years later—and we artve at the final
pages somcwhat breathbess and struepling
ter keep up,

And then in one of the books fnal
chaprers, Himsel offers us 2 moment
of comic rebief when her voung son, on
avisit oo Indiana, lsoks at her Family's
prepen oud mistakes ic for 2 sukkah, Tt
seems Himsel's father was wrong, and
not just about Herberr Armstrong. If a
pigpen can bocome a Sukkah, then per-
haps @ rver can become a trec after all.
I.E.

and Kaoses, and the Boston Women's Health Book Caollective
(which created Owr BoaVer, COwrssfoes). T foand char in some of
these collectives as many as three-quarters of the participants
were Jewish, The Jewishness of these proups was an OpEn
secrel tor some participanes, suspected but not explicichy
recognized, In other cases, Jewash wdenticy remained invisible,
submerged, ignored, or rejected. This is lasgely becanse the
winmen priovitized their universalist goals, dreaming of a com-
moan sisterfuod, and deemphasized thear own Gl potentially
divisive) echnic or religiows origins.

Part T of the book chromicles the storics of wamen
in self-consciously Jewwssh-identified collecrives, both ones
thae were religious—like Ezrar Nashim, in MNew York—and
those that were secular, like Chiragn's Churzpah, New York's
Brooklyn Bridge, and the lesbian collective thar mave irsclf
the Yiddish name Ih Vilde Chayes, the wild beasts. Behieving
that libcration required the overthrow of parriarchal insrir-
tions within Jewish culoure, these women sought a feminis
transformation of Jewish institutions or the crearion of
new Jewish feminist organizations and enterprises {inchiding
Lilith). Sometimes the women were considered as a “friendly”
opposition, bot they often faced opprobrium. from wichin
the Jewish commurnty for their rebellions, Ocher groags of
Jewash feminists came o ofganize around cheir Jewishness
out of concern over the threar of anti-Semitism within the
teminiss movement as well as in general sociery. But in my
interviews with dozens of Jewish womens hiberationists,
no marrer whether ther Jewishness was frone and cenrer
o wis elided, the deep influence of Jewish background and
values clearly emerged, enhancing and hl:-lpinz_:_ IO Morivae
feminist activism,

ven among women's liberation and Jewish feminise
= groups with shared perspectives and common pasts,
— 1 found the depth and varicry of Jewish backgrounds
staking, To represent the vazygre of such diverse lives, T g

nize the book around “side-by-side” profiles, creating a gallery
of imadividuals and groups cather than a few essenrial by pres.
Each indovidwal narcacive is an amalgam of the woman's heri-
tage, personalicy, and soceal and hisrorical lecarion. Together
these profiles offer newr informatton abeout the constroccion
of what we now sce as mtersectional identiries.

I tell the Jewishifeminist stories of over 4o individe
als —among them Heather Boorh, Shulamith Firestone, Ellen
Willis, Alre Kates Sholman, Susan Brownmiller, Meredich T,
Iane Balser, and six Jewish women of Ouwe Boder, Oarfoes,
Among the more Jewish-identified feminists are Mareha
Ackebberg, Arlene Apus, Judith Plaskow, Babbis Bebecca
Alpert and Laura Geller, Ble Greenberg, Aviva Cantor, Cheryl
Moch, Susan Wesdman Schacider, Maralee Gordon, Evelyn
Torton Beck, [rcma Klepfisz, Melanic Kave/Kantrowirz,
Glogia Greenfield, Adrienne Rich, Marcia Freedman, Lerry
Cortrin Pogrebin, Phyllis Chesler, and Galia Golan.

Despite the broad array of opmions and experiences thae
fill the book's pages, I see and name a ser of commen charac-
resistacs that depict the special nature of rwenticth-cenrury
American fewish radical feminism. While the women occupy
a historical moment shared with other radical feminises, chey
are also defined by their unigque heritage as Jews, We see that
this legacy played a major role in shaping one of the most
rriansiormitive pedicical and social movemenes of our cra
generating far-reaching changes in all spheres of life and in the

wnilere ramdie e Tgonder.
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